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As the agency that administers Unemployment In-
surance (UI) for the state of Utah, the Department 
of Workforce Services is concerned with evaluating 

the program and the outcomes for its beneficiaries. In the 
latest issue of Utah Insights, we presented an analysis of 
the UI program in Utah to see what happens to recipients 
after they leave UI. This article focuses on a group of in-
dividuals who were not analyzed in that piece: long-term 
recipients, those claimants who collect benefits for 20 
weeks or longer. Of all the individuals who filed an initial 
UI claim in Utah between January 2009 and December 
2010 and received benefits for any amount of time, long-
term recipients make up 41 percent. To understand how 
these UI beneficiaries fare, especially in regards to their ben-
efits duration and subsequent labor market outcomes, their 
economic and demographic characteristics were analyzed.

There were 43,569 long-term claimants during our 
analysis period. The average age was 39 years and around 
64 percent were male. Duration of benefits received was 
40 weeks, on average.

Duration by Pre-UI Industry
Figure 1 displays the industries for which the UI claim 
was filed, listed by average benefits duration. The 
longest average duration on UI was by people who were 
previously employed in Manufacturing, Transportation/

Warehousing and Wholesale Trade. Those who spent 
the shortest average duration receiving UI benefits were 
employed in Arts/Entertainment/Recreation, Agriculture 
and Accommodation/Food Services. A reason for the 
short duration might be that jobs in these industries 
tend to have high turnover and frequent openings. 
Also, individuals employed in these fields only qualify 
for relatively low maximum benefit amounts due to low 
income received over short periods of time.

Wages by Post-UI Industry
Mean annual wages for the year after leaving UI are shown 
in Figure 2 according to industry. Mining employees have 
the highest post-UI wages of all long-term claimants. 
Management of Companies and Utilities employees also 
enjoy relatively high wages. The lowest wages are found 
in Accommodation/Food Services, Arts/Entertainment/
Recreation and Retail Trade.  

How do claimants fare who collect 
benefits for 20 weeks or longer?

unemployment 

To learn how other UI 
recipients perform in the 
labor market, refer to the 

latest Utah Insights issue at 
https://jobs.utah.gov/wi/pubs/

publicat.html.
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Pre-UI Industry Code and Title Longest Average Weeks Duration

32 - Manufacturing * 45

33 - Manufacturing ** 43

49 - Transportation/Warehousing 42

42 - Wholesale Trade 42

52 - Finance/Insurance 42

Pre-UI Industry Code and Title Shortest Average Weeks Duration

92 - Public Administration 37

55 - Management of Companies 37

72 - Accommodation/Food Services 37

11 - Agriculture 35

71 - Arts/Entertainment/Recreation 34

Figure 1

Figure 2

* 32 - Manufacturing includes: wood product manufacturing, paper manufacturing, printing and related support activities, petroleum and coal 
products manufacturing, chemical manufacturing, plastics and rubber products manufacturing, nonmetallic mineral product manufacturing

** 33 - Manufacturing includes: primary metal manufacturing; fabricated metal product manufacturing; machinery manufacturing; 
computer and electronic product manufacturing; electrical equipment, appliance and component manufacturing; transportation equipment 
manufacturing; furniture and related product manufacturing; miscellaneous manufacturing

Industry Code and Title  Post-UI Highest Annual Mean Wage 

21 - Mining $32,106.30 

55 - Management of Companies  31,507.00 

22 - Utilities  30,207.48 

33 - Manufacturing *  26,040.91 

54 - Professional/Scientific/Technical Services  25,666.62 

Industry Code and Title  Post-UI Lowest Annual Mean Wage 

11 - Agriculture $15,146.59 

56 - Administrative/Waste Management 
Services

 14,976.34 

45 - Retail Trade **  13,885.61 

71 - Arts/Entertainment/Recreation  13,614.57 

72 - Accommodation/Food Services  10,853.19 

* 33 - Manufacturing includes: primary metal manufacturing; fabricated metal product manufacturing; machinery manufacturing; computer 
and electronic product manufacturing; electrical equipment, appliance and component manufacturing; transportation equipment manufacturing; 
furniture and related product manufacturing; miscellaneous manufacturing

** 45 - Retail trade includes: sporting goods, hobby, musical instrument and book stores; general merchandise store; miscellaneous store 
retailers; and nonstore retailers


